
  

 

 

 

High-Level Meeting 

Fight Against Corruption: Innovations Against Illicit Power 

15 April 2025  

Aleksandar Palace Hotel, Skopje 
 
 

 

Agenda 

 
 

 
 9:30 Welcome coffee and registration 

 

10:00 Opening 

Aleksandar Krzalovski, Director, Macedonian Center for International Cooperation 

Ben Nupnau, Deputy Head of the Delegation of the European Union to North Macedonia  

10:15 
Keynote discussion: Fight Against Corruption in the Countries of the Western 

Balkan: Trends and Solutions 

Arben Fetai, Deputy President of the Government of Republic of North Macedonia in 

charge of Good Governance 

Nicole Varnes, Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy in North Macedonia 

Véronique Hulmann, Ambassador of Switzerland to North Macedonia 

Bart de Bruijn, Regional Rule of Law Coordinator, Embassy of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands in Serbia and in Montenegro 

 

Chair: Aleksandar Krzalovski, Director, Macedonian Center for International Cooperation 

 

11:15 Coffee break     

 

11:45 Panel 1: Supporting Governance and Economic Stability: Effective Mechanisms to 

Countering Corruption 

Dr. Tihomira Kostova, Senior Analyst, Geoeconomics Program, Center for the Study of 

Democracy  

Dr. Slagjana Taseva, Dean and Executive Secretary, International Anti-Corruption 

Academy 

Marina Kovačič, Component Leader – Combating Illicit Financial Flows in Western Balkan, 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, North Macedonia  

 

Chair: Dr. Alexander Gerganov, Director, Sociological Program, Center for the Study of 

Democracy  

 

 



      

This event is organised with the financial support of the European 

Union (EU), the Central European Initiative (CEI), and the Governance 

& Integrity Anti-Corruption Evidence (GI ACE) programme. The views 

expressed during this event do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

EU, the CEI, or the UK Government’s official policies.  

 

 

12:45 Lunch  

 

14:00 Panel 2: Fostering Institutional Resilience in the Western Balkans: Tackling Illicit 

Financial Flows and State Capture 

Misha Popovikj, Head, Centre for Good Governance, Institute for Democracy Societas 

Civilis – Skopje 

Biljana Karakashova Shulev, Commissioner, State Commission for Prevention of 

Corruption, North Macedonia  

Daniela Mineva, Senior Analyst, Geoeconomics Program, Center for the Study of 

Democracy  

Hendrik Bosshammer, Project Manager South East Europe, Global Relations and 

Cooperation Directorate, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

 

 Chair: Snezana Kamilovska, Programme Coordinator, Macedonian Center for 

International Cooperation 

 

15:15 Closing  

 


