¥ SELDl net

W Southeast European Leadership for
Development and Integrity

STRENGTHENING CUSTOMS INTEGRITY
HROUGH REGIONAL COLLABORATION: SELDI
ACKNOWLEDGES INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMS DA

International Customs Day, celebrated on Jan-
uary 26th, honours the essential role customs
authorities play in promoting global trade, se-
curity, and economic growth. Despite these
efforts, corruption within customs services
remains a persistent challenge, undermining
trust, reducing government revenues, and en-
abling illicit activities such as smuggling and
trafficking.

In response, SELDI project has emerged as a
critical initiative, advocating for transparency,
technology-driven reforms, and cross-border
collaboration to address systemic corruption in
customs services across Southeast Europe. By
aligning customs policies with SELDI’s strate-
gies and international best practices, countries
can enhance their capacity to combat corrup-
tion, promote fair trade, and secure vital public
resources.

SELDI has identified customs services as a key
area prone to corruption in Southeast Europe,
advocating for reforms in areas such as:

Digitalization: Implementing automated sys-
tems to reduce discretionary power and oppor-
tunities for bribery.

Public Oversight: Involving civil society and
businesses in monitoring customs operations.

Data Transparency: Enhancing transparency in
customs procedures to prevent manipulation of
trade data.

SELDI Anti-Corruption Mechanisms in Customs

SELDI’s strategies offer several best practices
and policy approaches that can enhance cus-
toms integrity across the region:

Regional Policy Assessments:

SELDI conducts research and assessments on
corruption risks in customs and other insti-
tutions. These studies help identify systemic
weaknesses and recommend targeted reforms.

Institutional Collaboration:

Customs corruption is often linked to cross-bor-
der criminal networks. SELDI emphasizes re-
gional cooperation among customs authorities,
sharing data and intelligence to combat trans-
national corruption.

Capacity Building:

SELDI supports training and education pro-
grams to strengthen the skills of customs offi-
cials in recognizing and resisting corrupt prac-
tices.

International Customs Day emphasizes the crit-
ical need for transparent, corruption-free cus-
toms services to support economic growth and
security. The SELDI initiative serves as a valua-
ble model for enhancing regional cooperation,
promoting policy innovation, and implement-
ing reforms to effectively combat customs-re-
lated corruption in the region.

SELDI (Southeast Europe Leadership for Development and In-
tegrity) is a network of think tanks and civil society organizations
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working to promote good governance and combat corruption in
Southeast Europe. For more information, visit www.seldi.net
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