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International Customs Day, observed globally on 
January 26, is an occasion to recognize the pivotal 
role that customs administrations play in facilitating 
international trade and safeguarding national bor-
ders. This day provides an opportunity to highlight 
the importance of customs in promoting economic 
growth, ensuring the smooth flow of goods across 
borders, and combating illicit activities. One cru-
cial aspect of this celebration is the commitment to 
fighting corruption within customs administrations. 

Customs officials are at the forefront of regulating 
the movement of goods and enforcing trade laws. 
Their integrity and commitment to ethical practic-
es are paramount in fostering a fair and transparent 
global trade environment. Celebrating International 
Customs Day serves as a platform to acknowledge 
the challenges posed by corruption within customs 
and to reiterate the collective commitment to com-
bating this menace. SELDI proudly aligns itself with 
the worldwide community in celebrating Interna-
tional Customs Day and acknowledges these chal-
lenges. 

The fight against corruption in customs involves 
implementing measures to enhance transparency, 
accountability, and efficiency. This includes the use 
of advanced technologies, automation of customs 
processes, and the establishment of stringent inter-
nal controls. International cooperation and informa-
tion sharing between customs administrations play 
a crucial role in identifying and addressing corrupt 
practices that may transcend national borders.

Governments, international organizations, civil so-
ciety organisations and the business community 
are encouraged to collaborate closely to develop 

and implement anti-corruption strategies within 
customs. Training programs, awareness campaigns, 
and the promotion of a culture of integrity among 
customs officials contribute to building a robust de-
fense against corruption.

SELDI plays a crucial role in equipping Civil Society 
Organizations with the necessary skills and knowl-
edge to engage constructively with policymakers, 
monitor policy implementation, and advocate for 
reforms that uphold the principles of integrity and 
accountability. Through advocacy efforts supported 
by rigorous research and analysis, SELDI provides 
evidence-based policy recommendations and fos-
ters dialogue among stakeholders, creating an en-
abling environment for meaningful customs reform 
initiatives.

As we celebrate International Customs Day, it is es-
sential to reflect on the progress made in the fight 
against corruption within customs and underscore 
the ongoing efforts required to create a global trade 
environment that is fair, transparent, and free from 
corrupt practices. SELDI, actively contributing to 
global efforts against corruption, strives to be a 
beacon of positive change in fostering fair and eth-
ical practices.

Reflecting on the significance of customs reform, 
let us collectively recommit to the principles of in-
tegrity, transparency, and accountability within the 
customs sector. Through concerted action and col-
laboration, we can realize a future where customs 
processes are fair, efficient, and conducive to sus-
tainable economic growth and prosperity for all in 
the region.
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