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SELDI (Southeast Europe Leadership for Development and In-
tegrity) is a network of think tanks and civil society organizations 
working to promote good governance and combat corruption in 
Southeast Europe. For more information, visit www.seldi.net

On December 9th, the global community 
comes together to mark International An-
ti-Corruption Day, a significant occasion 
embraced by SELDI to underscore the crit-
ical importance of anti-corruption meas-
ures in the Western Balkan. This day stands 
as a reminder of the far-reaching conse-
quences of corruption on societies world-
wide, requiring a collective commitment to 
coordinated action in addressing this per-
vasive issue.

Corruption, a multifaceted social phenom-
enon, corrodes the societies worldwide. It 
manifests in various forms, from bribery 
and embezzlement to nepotism and favor-
itism, permeating both public and private 
sectors. Beyond the immediate financial 
losses, corruption undermines trust in in-
stitutions, erodes the rule of law, and ex-
acerbates social inequalities. At its core, 
corruption thrives where transparency is 
lacking and accountability is weak.

Efforts to combat corruption require a com-
prehensive and collaborative approach. 
Strengthening institutions, enhancing le-
gal frameworks, and promoting a culture of 
integrity are essential components. Educa-
tion and awareness play a crucial role, em-
powering individuals to reject corrupt prac-
tices and hold those in power accountable. 
Governments, businesses, and civil society 
must work hand in hand to create an envi-
ronment where corruption is not tolerated, 
and perpetrators face consequences.

SELDI, unwavering in its commitment to 
bolstering civil society capacities, seizes 
this occasion to underscore the paramount 
importance of citizen engagement and 
grassroots activism in the fight against cor-
ruption. SELDI’s mission remains resolute 
in empowering communities and fostering 
heightened regional cooperation among 
civil society organizations to effectively 
combat corruption. Through collaborative 
initiatives, research and advocacy, SELDI 
strives to strengthen institutions, enhance 
legal frameworks, and foster a culture of 
integrity across the region.

SELDI’s cutting-edge research to unravel 
the complexities of corruption. By under-
standing its dynamics, SELDI equips stake-
holders with evidence-based solutions 
to drive effective policy changes. SELDI’s 
commitment to contributing to informed 
decision-making and policy formulation is 
paramount in the fight against corruption.

On this day, SELDI issues an immediate call 
to action, urging stakeholders, policymak-
ers, and citizens to unite in a shared en-
deavor to combat corruption. Let us collec-
tively strive to build societies founded on 
principles of integrity, transparency, and 
accountability, where prosperity and justice 
endure. Join SELDI in celebrating Anti-Cor-
ruption Day, acknowledging challenges, 
and renewing our collective determination 
to construct a future where corruption is an 
exception rather than the norm.
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