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Evolution of transparency, corruption, and democracy scores among post-
communist European states (2008-2019)
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The Romanian Paradox
Single bidder contracts in Romanian public procurement, as share of total contracts
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The Romanian Paradox
Mean and median number of competitors in Romanian public procurement (2007-2020)
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Adaptation to anticorruption policies

29,22

27,52

23,55

13,23

27,94

21,39

8,44

15,10

17,09

15,41

13,09

18,54

42,21

21,81

23,42

17,89

26,54

12,29

0

0,67

3,77

1,43

2,99

12,17

0,00 10,00 20,00 30,00 40,00 50,00 60,00 70,00 80,00 90,00 100,00

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2016

%Bribe %Abuse of office %Influence peddling %Organised crime

Convictions by accusation per year as percentage of total



Number of DNA indictments per year
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What works? 
• EU oversight

• 2/3 mayors convicted for corruption involving national funds are local 
opposition

• Such bias related to EU funding is not significant

County incumbency County opposition Total

EU funds 19 29 48

Other funds** 24 48 72

Total 43 77 120



What works?

• Local power turnover

• Government incumbency not significant but county incumbency is

• Networks more consolidated in counties where the same party is in power a 
long time


