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FIGHT CORRUPTION: WEST BALKAN COUNTRIES IN FOCUS
The Regional Policy Forum “The Fight Against Corruption: The Western Balkans in Focus” was held on 7
April in Skopje. The conference gathered representatives of the civil society organisations from the Balkan
region to discuss main trends related to corruption in
the region.
In the opening remarks, participants concluded that
corruption continues to represent issue of concern,
while political will and a strong determination of the
countries are essential to tackle it.
Allan Jones, Head of Unit DG NEAR for Thematic Support – Rule of Law, Governance and Security explained
that “reforms in this context need to be deep and without compromise, and it is clear that only integrity,
transparency and high standards will make these reforms succeed.”
During the panels on anticorruption diplomacy with trans-Atlantic partners, regional anti-corruption cooperation, corruption trends in the Western Balkans in the last 6 years, strategic anticorruption partnerships
in the Western Balkans, the participants pointed out the importance of international partners in fighting
this issue.
Nikola Burazer, Program Director at the Centre for Contemporary Politics, explained there are numerous
reasons for this – the support of international partners puts pressure on governments to provide the reforms in this field, while at the same time it helps CSOs and independent media’s functioning, which have a
significant role in monitoring and reporting on corruption.
Ruslan Stefanov, Program Director at the Centre for the Study of Democracy, noted condition for efficient
international cooperation represents stricter conditionalities by the European Union with candidate countries.
Vojtech Hons, Policy and Programme Officer, Sector Rule of Law, Security, Migration and Reconciliation, DG
NEAR, European Commission, stated that the CSOs represent a crucial element in the efforts to transform
governments’ system in the region to become more resilient to corruption.
SELDI, 10 April 2022

SELDI’S CORRUPTION MONITORING SYSTEM 2021 RESULTS PRESENTED IN
SERBIA
SELDI’s member, Centre for Contemporary Politics, held a policy briefing for the EU Delegation in Serbia, DG
NEAR and embassies on 5 April 2022. During the briefing, the Center for the Study of Democracy presented
the key objectives of the SELDI initiative, as well as the regional results of SELDI’s Corruption Monitoring
System for 2021. According to the data, the anti-corruption progress achieved in the Western Balkans between the early 2000s and mid-2010s has now been halted or even reversed. While there have been minor
improvements in 2021 in some countries compared to the 2019 levels, experience-based indicators show
higher levels of corruption involvement and pressure than in 2014/2016. Serbia showcases most strikingly
this trend, since the good results achieved in the early 2000s were reversed in the last years.
SELDI, 8 April 2022
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SELDI: POLITICAL WILL IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION IS ESSENTIAL
According to the 2021 SELDI Corruption Monitoring System (CMS), the anti-corruption progress of the
Western Balkans made during the first decade of monitoring corruption has been halted or even reversed.
The acceptability of corruption declined, while the susceptibility and the distrust of the citizens in the feasibility of fighting corruption are on the rise.
Experience with corruption, according to experience-based indicators (corruption involvement and corruption pressure), remained at a high level in 2021. Albania exhibited the worst results, both in corruption
pressure and involvement. On the other hand, Serbia remained the country with the lowest corruption
pressure in the region, while Kosovo had the lowest rates of corruption involvement.
Attitude-based indicators – i.e. acceptability of corruption and susceptibility to corruption – showed people
in the region do not accept corruption practices as normal, yet they are willing to take part in it in a hypothetical situation.
The third group of indicators, a perception-based index that includes expectations of citizens about corruption pressure and their perceptions of the feasibility of policy responses to corruption, showed the distrust
of the citizens in their governments’ capabilities to fight corruption.
EWB, 10 April 2022

THE INSTITUTIONS AND THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION: NATIONAL
WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION
The fact that North Macedonia has only 7 institutions specialized to work on corruption issues, despite being in
third place, requires an amazing institutional working
bond. The first day participants of the National Workshop
for the Implementation of the United Nations Convention
on Corruption (UNCAC), which took place on 5 April 2022,
agreed that governments, competent institutions, and
non-governmental organisations should be created on anti-corruption policies and their consistent experience.
The Deputy Prime Minister Slavica Grkovska appeals on
creating a system that will fight corruption professionally,
transparently and efficiently, without being dependent on which political set is in power and on the human
factor, rather on rules and regulations. The director of SCPC Biljana Ivanovska pointed out the growing
budget of the institution, but the financial and human resources remain the same, which leads to unbalance between the obligations and the resources to solve them, however there is no answer from the other
institutions. The Minister of Justice Nikola Tupancevski said that the establishment of a working group in the
Ministry of Justice has already been announced in the part where the confiscation is to be carried out – a
working group for drafting the law on management of confiscated property. Bill Wood, Head of the UNODC
Program Office in the Republic of Northern Macedonia, stressed that civil society is a key factor and its role
is at the heart of the UNODC Strategy, emphasizing that close cooperation between various stakeholders,
including CSOs, is essential to enable proper implementation and political commitment.
MCIC, 07 April 2022
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WHY IS THE JUDICIARY IN NORTH
MACEDONIA, ALBANIA AND
SERBIA NOT INDEPENDENT YET?
Why the judiciary in North Macedonia, Albania
and Serbia is still heavily influenced by the legislative and the executive power, even though there
are good legal guaranties for true independence
of the judges?
See what researchers from Skopje, Tirana and
Belgrade have to say on the independence of the
judiciaries in the region, as part of the project
“Bridging the gap between formal processes and
informal practices that shape judicial culture”.
IDSCS, April 2022

TRAINING “MOBILIZATION
OF CITIZENS AND THEIR
INVOLVEMENT IN INITIATIVES
AND ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS”
Within the project “Support to Citizens in the Fight
against Corruption”, the training “Mobilization of
Citizens and Their Involvement in Initiatives and
Advocacy Campaigns” was held for civil society organizations – grant winners and representatives
of informal groups of citizens implementing anti-corruption campaigns.
Participants received training on techniques and
ways of communicating with citizens, and tools for
their involvement in civic initiatives and public advocacy campaigns. CCI, 6 April 2022

THE ROLE OF HIGHER COURTS IN SECURING UNIFORM APPLICATION OF THE
LAW
The Institute for Democracy (IDSCS) and the Albanian Legal and Territorial Research Institute (ALTRI) co-organised the hybrid conference “The role of higher courts in securing uniform application of the law” on 8
April 2022 in Tirana, Albania and online via Zoom.
The conference was opened and moderated by Fjoralba Caka, Lecturer of EU Law at the Faculty of Law at
the University of Tirana and Senior Researcher at the ALTRI, Zoran Nechev, Head of Centre for EU integrations and Senior Researcher within IDSCS, H.E. Rogier Nouwen, Deputy Ambassador at the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Tirana, and Narin Idriz, Researcher at the Asser Institute.
The researchers presented the findings of third dimension of the regional research on judicial culture and
judicial independence conducted in Albania, Serbia and North Macedonia. Denis Preshova, Associate Researcher at the IDSCS and Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law “Iustinianus Primus” in Skopje presented the findings for North Macedonia.
The presentation and commentary of the findings was followed by an expert discussion under the moderation of Fjoralba Caka. The discussants included Erjon Muharremaj, Lecturer at the Faculty of Law within
the University of Tirana, Edlira Petri, Judge at the Tirana Court of Appeal, Elbana Lluri, Judge at the Tirana
Court of Appeal, and Brunilda Kadi, Judge at the First Instance Court and former member of the High Judiciary Council.
Preceding the conference, on 7 April IDSCS and ALTRI co-organised a closed workshop “The importance of
the judicial independence of individual judges”, where the researchers had the opportunity to discuss the
fourth dimension of the regional research “The importance of judicial independence of individual judges”.
IDSCS, 08 April 2022
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CCI LAUNCHES LAWSUITS AGAINST PUBLIC ENTERPRISES BECAUSE
INFORMATION ABOUT ITS BUSINESS IS KEPT OUT OF PUBLIC REACH
The Centers for Civil Initiatives (CCI) draw the public’s attention to the continuing violations of the Law on
Freedom of Access to Information by public companies in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Namely, in December
2021, the CCI sent requests for access to information to all public companies, demanding basic information
on the operations of public companies. As many as 81.5% of public companies did not submit the required
answers within the legally prescribed deadline.
Failure to provide data on request is not the only indication that a large amount of information on the operations of public enterprises is not available to the public. Previous CCI research has shown that 50% of
public companies in BiH do not have a website available, and those companies that have a website do not
proactively publish business data, violating the Law on Public Companies. Everything shows that it is difficult
for citizens to access even basic information about the operations of public companies, which is why the
CCI sent requests for access to information to more than 500 addresses of public companies.
CCI considers inadmissible any violation of the law, and especially absurd when it happens by public companies – i.e. those providing public services and spending public money. It is necessary for public companies to return to the legal framework as soon as possible or to bear the consequences, which is why the CCI
will react to all similar cases in the coming period. CCI, 10 April 2022

COALITION “POD LUPOM” ON THE STREETS ACROSS BIH WARNS THAT
THERE IS LITTLE TIME LEFT FOR ELECTORAL REFORM
Representatives of the Coalition for Free and Fair Elections
“Pod Lupom” took to the streets today with more than 40
CSOs partners throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina at a
symbolic time, five to twelve, to say that there is very little
time left to improve the election process.
There are 15 days left until the announcement of the General Elections and very little time to amend the Election
Law of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The deadline is for the
parliamentarians of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia
and Herzegovina to adopt the necessary amendments to
the Election Law in order to make the elections free and
fair, and to restore citizens’ trust in the election process – said “Pod Lupom” representatives.
The Coalition reminds that the Draft Law on Amendments to the Election Law of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
signed by 17 deputies in the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH, was sent to
the parliamentary procedure, with a request to be considered by summary procedure.
A significant number of recommendations from the Coalition “Pod Lupom” which would greatly improve the
election process are included in the Draft Law on Amendments to the Election Law of BiH, including the
introduction of new technologies in the election process. We remind you that the civil petition of the Coalition “Pod Lupom” for the introduction of electronic identification of voters and machines for scanning ballots was signed by 92,000 citizens of BiH. All 92,000 signatures of BiH citizens for the introduction of new
technologies in the election process were submitted to the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is clear that the majority of BiH citizens believe that it is necessary to work on increasing the integrity of the election process, which has been compromised over the years. CCI, April 2022
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WHO OWNS PUBLIC ENTERPRISES IN MONTENEGRO? A REVIEW OF
TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ASPECTS OF STATE-OWNED
ENTERPRISES
There are (at least) 56 enterprises in Montenegro in
which the State has majority ownership, which employ over 12,000 people and spend almost 200 million a year on salaries. This report provides an overview of burning issues in the field of supervision of
state-owned enterprises, problems regarding financial audit and control mechanisms, insufficiently defined conditions for appointment of boards of directors and CEOs, lack of staff payment and human
resources management policy, numerous fiscal risks
and low level of information availability and transparency of state-owned enterprises.
Finally, the report gives concrete recommendations,
whose implementation would address the accumulated problems, whit the need for a new legal framework for state-owned enterprises and the establishment of a central body responsible for regulatory
and supervisory policy in state-owned enterprises
being the most important ones.
IA, April 2022

INTERVIEW WITH RUSLAN STEFANOV, PROGRAM DIRECTOR OF CSD
During SELDI’s Annual Regional Policy Forum in Skopje, Ruslan Stefanov spoke with EWB on new corruption
trends in the Western Balkans, the role of CSOs and international actors in combating this issue, political
will, and other conditions for the fight against corruption.
As a person with a lot of experience in the fight against corruption in the Balkans, he noted corruption is,
despite the progress of the region between 2001-2016, still present at a very high level. He stated one of
the trends in the region being that corruption (bribery) has been gradually transformed from a market into
political and economic networks, hence, fewer businesses are reporting being asked for a bribe. Besides,
there is a rise of authoritarianism in the region, which led to the gradual decline in appetite for anti-corruption in local political elites.
Stefanov spoke about the Russian influence that has spread regionally as an alternative to the EU, and the
problem of people losing trust in the EU in the region. He stated those problems are caused by the political
leadership, both in the Western Balkans and the EU. Thus, steps should be taken on both sides.
EWB, 18 April 2022
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Anti-corruption
news from the
SEE region
The current section of the Newsletter presents a summary of the
latest anti-corruption news from the SEE region, based on consolidated information from multiple sources, such as media outlets and narratives received by the SELDI project partners.

STATE DEPARTMENT ON THE CORRUPTION IN THE WESTERN BALKANS
The U.S. State Department published its 2021 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices. These reports
cover internationally recognized individual, civil, political, and worker rights, as set in the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and other international agreements and include all countries receiving assistance
and all United Nations member states.
Despite the efforts announced by the Western Balkan governments in anti-corruption during previous
years, these reports show that corruption remains an issue of concern that requires further steps to be
taken in the region.
Although the WB countries’ progress varies, as well as the areas of anti-corruption they should focus on
more, there are common issues for the whole region, such as the involvement of state officials in corruption, inadequate implementation of anti-corruption legislation, impunity, high-level corruption, the lack of
resources and capacity of anti-corruption institutions, media freedom issues, as well as the undue advantage of incumbent political forces in general. EWB, 19 April 2022

FREEDOM HOUSE REPORTS – WESTERN BALKAN COUNTRIES REMAIN
HYBRID REGIMES
The newest Nations in Transit report has been published by the Freedom House on 20 April. This 24th
edition of the Nations in Transit study covers events from 1 January through 31 December. According to the
newest findings, all Western Balkan countries remained in the category of hybrid regimes.
North Macedonia and Montenegro achieved the best results with a score of 3.82 each. They have been
followed by Serbia which downgraded to the category of hybrid regimes in 2020 and continued its trend of
democratic decline, scoring 3.79 points in 2022. The next one is Albania, which similarly to Montenegro saw
no score changes, and in 2022 achieved 3.75 points.
At the bottom are Bosnia and Herzegovina which achieved 3.29 points, and Kosovo with 3.25 points. Although the last among the Western Balkans, only Kosovo has improved its score compared to last year.
According to the methodology used by Nations in Transit, a country needs to receive more than 4 points on
a scale from 1 to 7 to reach the threshold of semi-consolidated democracies. EWB, 20.04.2022

THE LEADER OF THE LARGEST OPPOSITION PARTY IN ALBANIA, LULZIM
BASHA RESIGNS FROM THE LEADERSHIP OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Nine years after taking over the leadership of the Democratic Party, the largest opposition party, its chairman Lulzim Basha resigned. He said his attempt to unite the DP had failed and that he was taking the step
to help Democrats put aside unprincipled divisions. Basha said he is determined to help resurrect and join
the Democrats, calling for a transparent election process for the new party leader.
Basha’s resignation comes just two weeks after the by-elections in six municipalities in Albania. The DP
came third after a year of internal strife and even physical clashes between the two wings of the DP. The
whole conflict in the Democratic Party started after the expulsion of the former Prime Minister Sali Berisha
from the parliamentary group of the Democratic Party after he was declared Non-Grata by the United
States of America. Sali Berisha started a tour of meetings with supporters of the Democratic Party and registered in the early local elections in six country municipalities, where he got a better election result than
Lulzim Basha. Deutsche Welle, 21 March 2022
ANTI-CORRUPTION
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THE SPECIAL PROSECUTION AGAINST CRIME AND CORRUPTION REQUESTS
THE ARREST OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY MP ALQI BLLAKO FOR THE
INCINERATORS AFFAIR
The Tirana police arrested socialist Party MP Alqi
Bllako after the decision of the Special Court against
Crime and Corruption, which imposed the measure
of imprisonment on the deputy. The prosecution accused Mr. Bllako of abuse of office and corruption
while working as Secretary-General at the Ministry of
Environment in connection with the case of the incinerators. According to the Special Anti-Corruption
Prosecution, the investigation has revealed data on
the illegal actions of the former Minister of Environment Lefter Koka, and the former Secretary-General Alqi Bllako, as they prepared falsified documentation
regarding the land where to build the incinerator in Fier. The big affair regarding the abuse and corruption
with incinerators is still under investigation and in the attention of the public opinion in Albania. Mr. Alqi
Bllako was elected deputy in the Albanian Parliament for the first time and has not been known as a political
figure before. The opposition accuses the government of including Mr. Bllako in the lists of deputies as a
reward for stealing with the incinerators. According to them, the government is responsible for the entire
incinerators affair. At the same time, Prime Minister Rama says that the responsibility is individual, and every person who has personally abused the duty must bear personal responsibility.
Euronews Albania, 30 March 2022

THE MOST WATCHED INVESTIGATIVE SHOW IN ALBANIA, “TOP STORY”,
CLOSES IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SEASON
Top Channel Television has decided to close the investigative show Top Story. The news was announced
by the show’s own staff, while the television decided
that Top Story should be turned from an investigative show into a political show with debates in studio.
The reaction of the Top Story staff also states that
the broadcast of the show ‘Urban Renaissance Oligarchs’ was inexplicably cancelled. This investigation
highlighted the problems, abuses and corruption in
the construction of city centers in the last 8 years.
It should be noted that Top Story has been awarded 4 international awards, two of which by the European
Union and two others by the OSCE. Top Story started broadcasting on 19 September 2018, with a format
that exceeded the basic reporting information and over 100 documentaries were made denouncing scandals of all kinds from concessions, large companies, oligarchs, to high levels of political officials or justice
that violates the public interest, which had a high visibility. For a year, Top Story had also won a grant from
the European Union to support the editorial independence of the investigative show. Even the program
that was not allowed to be broadcast on Top Channel television, ‘Urban Renaissance Oligarchs’, was part of
the European Union funding. Dosja.al, 01 April 2022
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OVER 600 SIGNATURES ON THE PETITION “CARDBOARD REVOLUTION”
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION REFORM IN TUZLA CANTON
In the organization of the activist movement “Cardboard Revolution”, a signing petition action was realized in which the citizens of Tuzla Canton demand
an urgent reform of the higher education sector of
Tuzla Canton.
“We are witnessing the fact that higher education in
Tuzla Canton is in total collapse. The current law allows Kallos European University to operate without
accreditation. Citizens are witnessing corruption of
unprecedented proportions and total anarchy at the
State University in Tuzla, where the teaching process itself has now been repeatedly compromised on several grounds, and there is clear evidence of that. There are no mechanisms to combat these and other
similar phenomena, and the responsible institutions are not doing anything concrete, except years of ignoring the current situation and sporadic shooting on social networks” said the representatives of the
“Cardboard Revolution”.
The focus of the petition is on the systemic fight against corruption at the State University of Tuzla, and
citizens will demand from the institutions to become part of the Office for the Fight against Corruption and
the Council for Higher Education, so that cases of corruption in higher education can be delegated to other
spheres of the society and follow the steps to sanction those responsible. At the moment, there is no mechanism through which it is possible to point out corruption, and the only way to fight is to mobilize the public through social networks, announced the “Cardboard Revolution”. CCI, March 2022

ILLEGAL ACTING DIRECTOR ARRESTED
Lazar Mitrović, acting director of Đerdap National Park has been arrested due to the suspected abuse of his official position, in connection with the sale of wood assortments outside the legal regulations,
due to the illegal construction of a personal weekend house in a national park zone where the construction of cottages is prohibited,
and that he illegally influenced the legalization of this facility, as stated
in the statement of the Prosecutor’s Office for Organized Crime.
Despite the damage problem of acting directors which is present in
the public enterprises of Serbia since years, it looks like no measures
would be taken to resolve it.
Mitrović has been in custody and although he is considered a director or acting director of this national park, his one-year mandate is not valid since 11 March 2016. The new
competition for the director has been published in 2017 and until today has not been ended.
According to Transparency Serbia, if Mitrovic is suspected of having committed these abuses in the previous 2,230 days, the indictment should include members of the government, at least the Ministers of the
Economy from that period, who, by failing to perform the duty of supervision or in any other way, acted
obviously unscrupulously in the performance of their duties, even though they were aware or were obliged
and could have been aware that “property damage” could result. Transparentnost, 19 April 2022
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SARAJEVO CITIZENS TAKE TO THE STREETS - DEMAND URGENT REACTION
FROM ALL COMPETENT INSTITUTIONS IN CASE OF CONSTRUCTION OF
KEROSENE TERMINAL IN THE 3RD WATER PROTECTION ZONE
An informal group of citizens “Save at the last minute
- Let’s save Dobrinja” held a protest today in the Sarajevo neighborhood of Dobrinja, across the disputed complex consisting of kerosene tanks, gas stations with accompanying facilities, self-service car
wash, less than 50m away from residential buildings.
About 200 gathered citizens of Sarajevo appealed to
the authorities to react according to the law before it
is too late.
The citizens reiterated that during their fight they
proved irregularities in issuing consents and permits, and that they legally demanded that the authorities
react, because this is the 3rd water protection zone in which this type of construction is strictly prohibited.
Regardless of that, the director of the Agency for the Sava River Basin District, in response to parliamentary
questions from the FBiH Parliament, stated the invalid Water Law, on the basis of which they issued a previous water permit for the construction of kerosene storage in the water protection zone. Citizens point out
that the previous water consent was issued, a key document that served as the basis and excuse for issuing
a number of other permits and consents.
The citizens expect the reaction of the Cantonal Prosecutor’s Office of the Sarajevo Canton as soon as
possible regarding the submitted criminal charges against all those responsible in this case. Also, the Office
for the Fight against Corruption and Quality Management of the Sarajevo Canton sent to the Cantonal Prosecutor’s Office a number of pieces of evidence obtained in this case. Due to all the above, they invite all
responsible institutions to a joint meeting to find the best solution in this case. CCI, March 2022

INADEQUATE SYSTEM OF WHISTLE-BLOWER PROTECTION IN THE
WESTERN BALKANS
Although all countries in the Western Balkans have relatively new legislation on whistle-blower protection
mostly in line with international standards, this did not provide adequate treatment of individuals who report illegalities, thus they become subjects of prosecution and many other actions that the Law should
prevent.
In Serbia, besides new Law on whistle-blower protection that entered into force in 2015, other steps have
been taken during past years to provide protection to those who submit corruption. Still, whistle blowers
are facing long list of irregularities.
The situation is not much better in Bosnia and Herzegovina which has whistle-blower protection laws at the
state level, in Brčko District and in Republika Srpska, but lacks one in the FBiH entity. This is a problem because the absence represents a gap, while besides that the position of those who report corruption has
been deteriorated since the existing legal framework is not applied adequately.
According to 2021 Anti-Corruption Agency in Montenegro it seems there is an increase of the citizens trust
in the institutions, as its report noted an increase in the number of applications submitted by the whistle-blowers, while at the same time the number of anonymous submissions has decreased. EWB, 22 March
2022
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THE NEW DECISION OF THE AGENCY - BOŠKOVIĆ BROKE THE LAW ON
PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION
In the repeated procedure ordered by the Administrative Court, the Agency for Prevention of Corruption
has made a new Decision and decided that the current MP in the Parliament of Montenegro and former
minister of defence Predrag Bošković, violated Article 12 paragraph 5 of the Law on Prevention of Corruption, as he earned 24,000 euros in 2017 as the Vice President of the Executive Board of the European
Handball Federation , and 24,999.96 euros in 2018 on the same basis as a member of the Board of the
World Handball Federation. This case was initiated by Institute Alternative in 2018, arguing that Article 12 of
the Law envisages that a public official could be a president or member of the management body or supervisory board, among other things such as sports associations, but on that basis it cannot generate incomes
or other compensation. IA, March 2022

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES TO RE-LAUNCH THEIR WORK
The work of parliamentary committees is not conditioned by the dynamics of plenary sessions and it is especially important that parliamentary committees initiate comprehensive discussion of acts that are in the
parliamentary procedure.
All working bodies have been passive in the period when disagreements on how to end the current political
crisis blocked the plenary work and kick-off of the regular spring session of the Parliament.
It is unacceptable that parliamentary committees do not fulfil their duties prescribed by the Rules of Procedure and do not consider regular reports and draft laws that are in the parliamentary procedure. In the
previous year as well, occasional boycotts and passivity of the committees led to situations in which accumulated issues were decided in a short period of time. This had a negative impact on the quality of bills and
analysis of their financial and overall impact. IA, 10 March 2022

WHY IS THE EVALUATION OF EU SUPPORT IMPORTANT TO THE RULE OF
LAW?
The lack of political will and ownership of reforms
and the marginalization of civil society are the main
reasons why the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance of the European Union (EU) in the field of rule
of law in the period 2014-2020 had no lasting effects.
The key findings of the evaluation conducted by the
European Court of Auditors speak of capturing the
state, reluctance of domestic elites and financial
support procedures, which are not necessarily based
on measurable results. This is why it is important to
point out key lessons, which more or less explicitly
show the weaknesses of the EU conditionality policy
and its financial support. The fact that they come
from the official EU institution, in charge of independent external audit of financial management, gives
special weight to these findings. IA, 10 March 2022
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Forthcoming
Events

EMBEDDING INTEGRITY-DRIVEN AND SUSTAINABLE ADMINISTRATIVE
REFORMS IN THE WESTERN BALKANS
The Institute for Democracy and Mediation organises the PAR regional conference in the framework of the
Western Balkan Civil Society Empowerment for a Reformed Public Administration – WeBER 2.0 regional
project and the Serving Democracy and Citizens through Improved Public Integrity project. The event will
be dedicated to the public administration reform (PAR), institutional integrity, accountability and public
trust in institutions.
Following the ameliorated COVID-19 pandemic situation, the regional conference will be organised as a
two-day in person event, during 7 – 8 June 2022. All conference sessions will be held in English, with Albanian simultaneous translation. To enable the participation of a wider interested audience in regional level,
participants can attend the conference online via the Zoom platform. Online participants should register
their participation following the Zoom registration link.
The regional conference will discuss novel work done in the monitoring of PAR sectoral policy mainstreaming in regional level and share the experience of the implementation of the integrity risk assessment (IRA)
methodology in public institutions in Albania.
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Reports
and
Analysis

CORRUPTION IN THE WESTERN BALKANS NOT ABATING: WHAT IS NEXT?
The EU has the capacity to be the regional stabilising factor for anti-corruption reforms throughout the Western Balkans and a crucial player in the fight against the growing threat of authoritarianism. With the Brdo declaration of the EU-Western Balkans summit,
the EU reaffirmed its support for the European perspective of the
Western Balkans and underlined that EU support will continue to
be linked to tangible progress on the rule of law and socio-economic reforms.
Still, the EU future of the Western Balkans countries remains uncertain due to backsliding of reforms, widespread corruption and state
capture. SELDI’s Corruption Monitoring System (CMS) results for
2021 confirm that corruption in the region is not abating. The anti-corruption progress achieved in the Western Balkans between
the early 2000s and mid-2010s has now been reversed with most
measures of administrative corruption indicating an increase.
Self-reported involvement in corruption in the Western Balkans remains very high – 20/40% of the citizens admit to having paid some
kind of a bribe. Tolerance of corruption by the general public, although on the wane, is still high, ranging
between 25% and 40%. CMS results for 2021 also reveal that more than half of the population has lost
hope in the feasibility of anti-corruption policy responses. Thus, the CMS findings yet again point out the
need to guarantee that the economic benefits of greater EU integration do not land in the pockets of a
small clique of state capture actors. SELDI, April 2022

MONITORING OF THE WORK OF FIVE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
In 2021, Institute Alternative has been monitoring the work of five parliamentary committees, with a particular focus on the analysis of the effectiveness of its legislative and oversight functions. You can read all of
the reports at the following links:
Monitoring Report: Security and Defence Committee
Monitoring Report: Human Rights and Freedoms Committee
Monitoring Report: Committee on Economy, Finance and Budget
Monitoring Report: Anti-corruption Committee
Monitoring Report: Committee on Political System, Judiciary and Administration

IA, April 2022
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GOVERNMENT MIRROR 2021: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE LAWMAKING PROCESSES
Ministries do not publish more than half of laws on ENER. Despite the fact that the ministries are obliged to
publish on ENER all draft-laws that are adopted by regular or abbreviated procedure, they did not fully
comply with the Rules of Procedure of the Government. Namely, in 2021 a total of 117 draft laws were
submitted by The Government for which it was obliged to be placed on ENER, and for only 48 of them
(41.03%) the text of the draft law on ENER was previously published. Consequently, the public was deprived
of the opportunity to be informed about the content of the draft-laws in more than 50% of the cases. MCIC,
April 2022

THE POPULIST CITIZEN: WHY DO THE CITIZENS SUPPORT POPULIST
LEADERS AND POLICIES IN NORTH MACEDONIA?
The Institute for Democracy “Societas Civilis” Skopje published the study “The Populist Citizen: Why do the
citizens support populist leaders and policies in North Macedonia?”, which investigates the societal demand for populist leaders and policies in North Macedonia. IDSCS, April 2022

RULE OF LAW IN VIEW OF EU ACCESSION QUARTERLY BRIEF JANUARY –
MARCH 2022
The brief summarises the key developments in relation to rule of law in view of EU accession in North Macedonia for the period January – March 2022. It includes the monitoring of the fundamentals of EU accession,
including key developments in the functioning of democratic institutions, public administration reform and
chapter 23: Judiciary and Fundamental rights. The brief is based on regular monitoring of the key institutions, desk review of available information and requests for free access to public information. EPI, April
2022
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