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 The UNCAC Coalition Newsletter for the SEE Region highlights the major developments in the 
area of anti-corruption and good governance in Southeast Europe (SEE). It gathers 
information from multiple sources to provide you with the most relevant news and updates 
on the region.  

 

 UNCAC Coalition News    

  

UNCAC Coalition, 6 December 2017 
Civil Society Statement for the Global Forum on Asset Recovery Closing Session 
At this first ever Global Forum on Asset Recovery co-hosted by the US and UK, with its focus 
on Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Nigeria and Ukraine, civil society organisations from these focal 
countries and international CSOs urge all governments to take concrete measures to address 
the underlying causes of asset theft. The ease with which stolen money can be spirited away 
into the international financial system must be addressed. We urge all countries that are 
attractive destinations for corrupt wealth to take immediate steps to close down the secrecy 
loopholes in their jurisdictions and ensure that facilitators of corrupt wealth are prosecuted 
and sanctioned. 
Continue reading → 
 

     

 UNODC News      

  
UNODC, 09 December 2017 
Let's stand #UnitedAgainstCorruption! 
The date 9 December 2017 marks this year's International Anti-Corruption Day with UNODC 
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) calling for people across the globe 
to join a worldwide campaign to raise awareness about corruption and take action against 
this crime. Every year $1 trillion is paid in bribes and an estimated $2.6 trillion are stolen 
annually through corruption, representing more than 5 per cent of the global GDP. In this 
regard, the campaign slogan 'United against corruption, for development, peace and 
security' urges Governments, the private sector, and the general public to jointly tackle this 
issue. 
Continue reading → 
 
UNODC, 09 December 2017 
Statement of UNODC Executive Director Yury Fedotov on International Anti-Corruption 
Day 
Young people denied all-empowering education, women excluded from life-saving surgery 
and workers prevented from working are just some of corruption's unwitting victims. 
Corruption has a catastrophic impact on societies; it stifles opportunities, denying vulnerable 
people access to infrastructure, and condemns them to lives of inequality and inequity. The 
victims of corruption are not from a single generation. This crime haunts successive 
generations impacting on countless numbers of people. If people are to be removed from 
poverty and economic growth promoted, the world must stand united against corruption. 
This means rejecting corruption and embracing accountability, transparency and good 
governance. 
Continue reading → 
 
UNODC, 10 December 2017 
Statement of UNODC Executive Director, Yury Fedotov, on Human Rights Day 
The 10th December sees the beginning of yearlong celebrations to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). A 
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declaration that has done much to shape our world since 10 December 1948 through its 
vision of indivisible and fundamental human rights for everyone. The UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) welcomes these global celebrations, and through the conventions on 
drugs, crime, corruption and international standards on terrorism, strives to uphold these 
rights in every situation.  
Continue reading → 
 

 News by SELDI members     

  

SELDI Discusses the New Enlargement Strategy for the 
Western Balkans and How to Enhance Civil Society Role 
in Anti-Corruption and Good Governance 
Facilitated by the Bulgarian and Austrian EU Council 
presidencies, as well as by shifting European focus towards 
to region, 2018 will grant Western Balkans an 
unprecedented access to the EU. Further European 
initiatives, especially the Berlin Process and the upcoming 
new Enlargement Strategy, will contribute to the strategic 

importance of the next 12 months. However, national governments will have to take 
ownership of their own integration process. Anti-corruption has to be addressed 
comprehensively and horizontally with increasing prioritization of economic governance. 
This needs to be channelled through clear commitment on part of the Western Balkan 
countries and establishment of wide cooperation platform, involving decision-makers, CSOs, 
the business sector, as well as local, national and regional initiatives. These were among the 
key messages from a SELDI roundtable discussion, held in Podgorica, Montenegro, with the 
support of the Regional Cooperation Council. SELDI,  28 November 2017 
Continue reading → 
 

RAI, UNDP and OECD Support the Corruption-Free Cities 
of the Future 
The Regional Anti-corruption Initiative (RAI), in 
cooperation with UNDP and the Anti-Corruption Network 
of OECD, exchanged experiences about achievements and 
challenges in preventing corruption at the local level, 
including by cities, regions and other sub-national levels of 
public administration during a regional conference in 
Tirana, Albania. The discussion enabled the identification 
of examples of successful tools and good practices. The 

event brought together around 80 participants from Eastern Europe and OECD members in 
charge of prevention of corruption at the local level, including practitioners from central 
government bodies and local level officials, academics and civil society organizations.  
RAI, 7-8 December 2017    
Continue reading → 
 

Promoting Collaboration among Judicial Training Institutions 
Joint meeting of the regional Working Group on Justice and Western Balkans Judicial Training 
Institutions group was held in Brussels on 6-7 December 2017, under auspices of the Regional 
Cooperation Council (RCC). The participants discussed preliminary findings of the draft RCC-
commissioned Study on the existing systems of judicial training in the Western Balkans, and 
provided comments, inputs and proposals. The draft Study identifies possible areas for 
cooperation among the judicial training institutions in the region. The meeting gathered 
representatives from ministries of justice, judges’ and prosecutors’ training 
institutions/judicial academies from Western Balkans economies; GIZ Open Regional Fund 
for South East Europe – Legal Reform; and European Commissions’ Directorates General  for 
Justice (DG JUST) and Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR).  RCC,  6-7 
December 2017 
Continue reading → 
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Monitoring of Judicial Response to Corruption in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
SELDI’s member, Analitika Center for Social Research, presented a comprehensive 
methodology for assessment of judicial response to corruption in BiH. The experts 
emphasized that the main challenges during the analysis included unevenness of the 
statistics related to corruption proceedings in BiH, and inconsistent practice in terms of 
proactive publishing of confirmed indictments and final verdicts on the web pages of judicial 
and prosecutorial institutions.  A judge at the Supreme Court of FBiH noted that the quality 
of the analyzed indictments and verdicts in corruption cases is at a very low level.  For 
example, significant number of indictments related to Abuse of Office or Official Authority 
does not contain a blanket regulation and consequently, lack the constituent element of a 
criminal offense. A large number of cases finalized with an agreement due to admission of 
guilt or confession of the accused during the trail. Analitika Center for Social Research, 14 
November 2017         
Continue reading → 
 

Promoting the Use of Special Investigative Actions in Investigations of Corruption Offenses 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
  

SELDI’s member RAI, in cooperation with the Center for 
Business Studies (CEPS) and the Agency for Prevention of 
Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against 
Corruption (APIK) promoted the application of special 
investigative actions in investigations of corruption 
offenses during a roundtable held on 7 December 2017, in 
Kiseljak, Bosnia and Herzegovina. The event was organized 
in support of the implementation of the Anti-Corruption 
Strategy in BiH and its strategic objective “Improving the 

Efficiency and Effectiveness of Judicial Institutions and Law 
Enforcement Bodies in the field of Anti-corruption”. In addition to sharing experience among 
the public institutions, the roundtable also presented the results of the scientific work and 
activities of the academic community and the non-governmental sector. RAI, 5 December 
2017 
Continue reading → 
 
Municipal Competitiveness Index will Promote  Transparency and Good Governance in 
Kosovo* 
SELDI’s partner, Institute Riinvest, launched a new initiative to create a Municipal 
Competitiveness Index (MCI). The Index will be designed for all municipalities in Kosovo*, 
involving survey of 3100 companies and focus groups. MCI is a project aimed at promoting 
transparency and good governance throughout Kosovo* by creating competition among 
municipalities and encouraging them to exchange best practices, and find solutions to the 
challenges they face. The Index is also expected to have an impact on improving information 
on important aspects of the business environment. Institute Riinvest, 8 December 2017 
* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 
1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
Continue reading → 
 
Monitoring the Reform Process: “Hurdling on 3, 6, and 9” 
The Institute for Democracy “Societas Civilis” – Skopje (IDSCS), a SELDI member, initiated a 
monitoring of the implementation of the reforms from the Government Plan 3-6-9. The 
results show partial fulfilment of the activities envisaged for the first three months. In the 
legislative power area, out of a total of 9 activities, 3 are fulfilled, and 6 are immeasurable; in 
the judiciary, out of 13 activities, 6 are fulfilled, 3 are partially fulfilled, 1 is not fulfilled, and 
3 are immeasurable; and regarding the reform of the public administration, from 7 measures, 
4 are fulfilled, and 3 are immeasurable. IDSCS, 29 November 2017    
Continue reading → 

Photo: RAI 

http://analitika.ba/news/monitoring-judicial-response-corruption-bosnia-and-herzegovina
http://analitika.ba/news/monitoring-judicial-response-corruption-bosnia-and-herzegovina
http://rai-see.org/5-december-2017-kiseljak-bih-roundtable-application-of-special-investigative-actions-in-investigations-of-corruption-offenses-good-practice-and-established-challenges/
http://rai-see.org/5-december-2017-kiseljak-bih-roundtable-application-of-special-investigative-actions-in-investigations-of-corruption-offenses-good-practice-and-established-challenges/
http://rai-see.org/5-december-2017-kiseljak-bih-roundtable-application-of-special-investigative-actions-in-investigations-of-corruption-offenses-good-practice-and-established-challenges/
http://www.riinvestinstitute.org/En/lajme/260/lansohet-quot-indeksi-komunal-i-konkurrueshmerise-mci-quot/?faqe=
http://www.riinvestinstitute.org/En/lajme/260/lansohet-quot-indeksi-komunal-i-konkurrueshmerise-mci-quot/?faqe=
http://www.riinvestinstitute.org/En/lajme/260/lansohet-quot-indeksi-komunal-i-konkurrueshmerise-mci-quot/?faqe=
http://idscs.org.mk/en/2017/11/29/report-monitoring-reform-process-hurdling-3-6-9/
http://idscs.org.mk/en/2017/11/29/report-monitoring-reform-process-hurdling-3-6-9/


 
Montenegro: Institute Alternativa Calls for Accountability in the Police 
During a press conference, SELDI’s partner, Institute Alternativa underlined that the 
perception of the public of the degree of corruption in the police remains high, and the 
Agency for the Prevention of Corruption, as well as the prosecution should pay attention to 
the efficient implementation of internal controls. In addition to analysing issues such as 
corruption, lack of professionalism and use of exceeding authority, Institute Alternativa also 
made in-depth research on the financing and internal procedures of the police.  The experts 
noted that of key concern are the transparency of Ministry of Interior’s procedures for public 
procurements, and the excessive expenditures of the Police Directorate (e.g. for fuel). 
Institute Alternativa also highlighted that citizens do not recognize the Internal Control 
department as a body that should investigate possible cases of corruption of police officers. 
Institute Alternativa, 6 December 2017  
Continue reading → 
 

 Upcoming Events   

  
Regional Workshop on Integrity and Professional Standards in Law Enforcement 
The Regional Anti-corruption Initiative (RAI), in cooperation with the Anti-Corruption General 
Directorate – Ministry of Interior of Romania, is organizing a Regional Workshop on Integrity 
and Professional Standards in Law Enforcement, which will be held in Bucharest, Romania, 
on 13 – 14 December 2017. The objective of the Workshop is to strengthen a regional 
cooperation in the field of integrity and professional standards in law enforcement. It is 
anticipated that the participants will gain better understanding of the modalities and 
mechanisms in the field of integrity and professional standards applied in the region, increase 
awareness about available legal and practical solutions, but also identify main challenges in 
this field. RAI, 13-14 December 2017 
Continue reading → 
 

  

 Useful Resources    

  

Sustainable Policy Impact through State-of-
the-Art Research and Advocacy 
The publication provides a review of the 
architecture and key results from the main 
methodological instruments, applied by the 
Southeast Europe Leadership for Development 
and Integrity (SELDI) network in Southeast 
Europe (SEE). SELDI`s advocacy impact, 
channelled through local ownership and strong 
public-private partnership foundation, is built 
upon state-of-the-art corruption and hidden 
economy monitoring tools. SELDI`s constant 
drive for social innovation has pushed its 
members to also devise new instruments, 
particularly in response to recently emerged, 
complex and systemic corruption practices in the 
region. SELDI, 1 November 2017 
Continue reading → 
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Hurdling on 3, 6, and 9 
In the 2016 European Commission’s annual 
report, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia was described as a ‘captured state’. 
Operationalization of the commitment by the 
government to tackle this challenge began on 4 
July 2017 with the launch of a reform plan 
related to the EU accession process, entitled 
Plan 3-6-9. SELDI’s member, IDSCS, published its 
conclusions about the first three months of the 
implementation of the Plan. The results show 
partial fulfilment of the activities. The authors 
underline that it is of utmost importance to 
harmonize the reform activities in the Plan 3-6-9 
with the National Program for the Adoption of 
the Acquis. IDSCS, 29 November 2017 
Continue reading → 
 
Assessment of Progress of Montenegro with 
the EU 
The Center for Democratic Transition (CDT), 
SELDI member, performed an assessment of the 
levels at which the political criteria in the 
negotiations with the European Union have 
been met. CDT’s key conclusions were published 
in two analytical documents, covering six 
segments: the judicial system, fight against 
corruption, media, fight against organized crime, 
public administration reform and human rights. 
The authors underline that Montenegro needs 
to approach the meeting of the political criteria 
in a more energetic, determined and efficient 
way. The first phase, establishment of 
prerequisites for a high-quality functioning of 
institutions has been completed relatively 
successfully. What remains is the harder, 
significantly more complex second phase – the 
phase of turning laws into reality and 
establishment of credible and independent 
institutions.  CDT, 15 November 2017 
Continue reading → 
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This UNCAC Coalition Newsletter was produced by 
Daniela Mineva of the SELDI anti-corruption initiative in 
cooperation with the UNCAC Coalition 
 

Contact the UNCAC Coalition at:  
Email: info@uncaccoalition.org 
Twitter: @uncaccoalition 
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