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As part of Integrity Week, the Albanian Center for Economic Research (ACER) presented the findings from 
SELDI’s Corruption Monitoring System 2019 at the Forum on Civil Society against Corruption. The forum, 
organised by the Ministry of Justice, was designed to enable the CSOs to extend their activities in the fields 
of anti-corruption, transparency, accountability and integrity. This would create a network of non-institu-
tional partners whose interests converge with those of the country’s National Coordinator Against Corrup-
tion. ACER noted that this survey was conducted within the framework of the SELDI initiative with the main 
purpose of measuring citizens’ perceptions of victimisation in the context of corruption. A major finding 
presented at the Forum was that judges continue to be listed as the ‘most corrupt group’ by the Albanian 
general public. Moreover, 78% of respondents do not believe that corruption can be ‘substantially reduced’.
Source: Albanian Center for Economic Research (ACER), March 2020

SELDI’S CORRUPTION MONITORING SYSTEM PRESENTED IN ALBANIA

The Institute for Democracy Societas Civilis in Skopje (IDSCS), together with adviser to Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of European Affairs Francois Lafond, organised a closed workshop on the new EU enlargement meth-
odology as proposed by the European Commission in February 2020.
The debate between stakeholders from state institutions, civil society representatives and academics was 
based on a commentary prepared by Dragan Tilev, state counsellor at the Secretariat for European Affairs. 
This was followed by a presentation of the current state of the National Programme of Adaptation of the 
Acquis (NPAA). During the discussion, participants highlighted the importance of clarity and political com-
mitment on both the sides of the EU and North Macedonia. This would aid progression into the next step 
of an accession process founded upon stable, sustainable mechanisms and structures.
Source: IDSCS, March 2020

IDSCS DISCUSSES THE NEW EU ENLARGEMENT METHODOLOGY
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https://idscs.org.mk/en/2020/03/03/idscs-organized-second-workshop-on-the-new-eu-enlargement-methodology/


The Macedonian State Commission for the Prevention of Corruption and representatives from civil society 
organisations met to discuss their activities during the electoral processes. Both sides showed the willing-
ness to work together and to coordinate activities to effectively combat corruption during the election. 
Source: State Commission for the Prevention of Corruption (Macedonia), March 2020

Representatives from the European Western Balkans (EWB) and The Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung met at a con-
ference addressing the process of EU reform strategies in Serbia. They discussed the open chapters 5, 17, 
23, 24, 30, 32 and 35, as well as the provisionally closed chapters 25 and 26. There was strong emphasis on 
reforms arising from Chapters 23 on judiciary and fundamental rights, as well as Chapter 24 on freedom, 
security and justice. In an optimistic view, civil society panellists concluded that there has been marked 
improvement in areas fielding strong EU pressures such as migration. Nevertheless, the fight against orga-
nized crime has not seen much success, and progress in the reform of the judiciary is lacking. 
Source: Center for Contemporary Politics, February 2020.

NO IMPROVEMENT IN JUDICIARY REFORM AND FIGHT AGAINST 
ORGANIZED CRIME IN SERBIA

SCPC AND CSOS TO JOINTLY TACKLE CORRUPTION DURING 
ELECTIONS
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https://europeanwesternbalkans.rs/eu-reformu-u-srbiji-obelezili-nedostatak-politicke-volje-posvecenosti-kazu-eksperti/
https://www.dksk.mk/index.php?id=home


Serbia has adopted the Law on Determining the Origin of Assets and Special Tax. The assets’ origins will be 
investigated starting from 1 January 2007 when the electronic database was first established. The procedure 
will be run by a special unit within Tax Administration, and the head of the unit appointed by the Minister for 
Finance. The task of the special unit is to gauge the increase in assets over a period and compare it with the 
reported income in the same period. Further investigations are conducted if findings show a discrepancy 
between properties declared and an income exceeding EUR 150,000. If these findings reveal illicit sources 
of income, the person will have to pay tax at the rate of 75 %. Criminal proceedings will be conducted in 
parallel. The law will be applicable from March 2021.
Source: Center for Contemporary Politics, February 2020.

NEW LAW ON THE ORIGIN OF ASSETS IN SERBIA

On 8th February 2020, the election census for both local and national elections was lowered from 5% to 3%. 
The procedure, which lasted less than a month, lacked inclusivity in the form of public discussion. A large 
part of the opposition boycotting the work of the National Assembly did not participate in the deliberation 
process. As elections for the national, local and assembly of Vojvodina will be held on 26th of April 2020, 
this major electoral change goes against the advice given in 2002 by the Venice Commission on good elec-
tion practices: that electoral procedures should not change shortly before elections. This election follows a 
dialogue between government and opposition regarding electoral conditions, which, despite mediation by 
the EU Parliament, yielded modest results. In the face of EU efforts, part of the highest-ranked opposition 
gathered in the Alliance for Serbia and Movement of the Free Citizens boycotted the elections. Their ratio-
nale was that the minimum of the electoral conditions - such as unfair media conditions, campaign of the 
public officials and pressure on the voters - have not been improved. The ruling Serbian Progressive Party 
will most likely win the elections with more than 55% of total votes.
Source: Centre for Contemporary Politics, February 2020

SNAP CHANGES IN ELECTORAL LEGISLATION IN SERBIA 
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https://www.riinvestinstitute.org/En/lajme/304/roundtable-event-quot-corruption-from-the-supply-side-quot/
https://www.bizlife.rs/en/business/business-news/the-first-draft-of-the-law-on-the-origin-of-property-is-released/
http://www.ijf.hr/eng/home-page/
http://#


As part of the “Alliance for Europe’’ initiative, Montenegrin Prime Minister Duško Marković met in dialogue 
with Executive Director of the Center for Democratic Transition (CDT) Dragan Koprivica. “Alliance for Eu-
rope” aims toward reaching consensus on pivotal issues that may hinder the process of overcoming divi-
sions and EU integration. During the meeting, the Prime Minister and representatives of the government 
received a number of proposals and initiatives. These were geared toward boosting the credibility of insti-
tutions, raising public confidence in civil society and strengthening the electoral system. 
Source: Center for Democratic Transition, February, 2020. 

CDT RECOMMENDS BOOSTING THE CREDIBILITY OF INSTITUTIONS TO 
THE MONTENEGRIN PRIME MINISTER

ANTI-CORRUPTION 

NEWSLETTER6

http://www.gov.me/en/News/221772/Alliance-for-Europe-PM-Markovic-holds-constructive-and-high-quality-discussion-with-CDT-representatives.html
http://www.gov.me/en/News/221772/Alliance-for-Europe-PM-Markovic-holds-constructive-and-high-quality-discussion-with-CDT-representatives.html


ANTI-CORRUPTION 
NEWS FROM THE 

SEE REGION

The current section of the Newsletter presents a summary of
the latest anti-corruption news from the SEE region, based on

consolidated information from multiple sources, such as media
outlets and narratives received by the SELDI project partners.



In April 2018, the Commission recommended the opening of accession negotiations with North Macedo-
nia. In its conclusions in June 2018, the Council acknowledged the progress achieved and set out the path 
towards opening accession negotiations in June 2019. The Council underlined that the assessment of prog-
ress should be part of the Commission’s yearly report and include further tangible and sustained results, 
in particular concerning: judicial reforms and proactive investigations, prosecutions and final convictions 
in corruption and organised crime cases (including at high level), intelligence and security services reform, 
public administration reform.
Source: European Commission website, March 2020.

COMMISSION REPORTS ON THE PROGRESS MADE BY NORTH 
MACEDONIA

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) published a list of countries under increased monitoring, including 
those that bear strategic deficiencies in preventing money laundering and organised crime. Albania was the 
only country in Europe to appear on this list, along with Iceland. Since 2018, the Moneyval report on Albania 
has highlighted the links between corruption and criminal money laundering organizations, calling on the 
Albanian authorities to take action to combat this phenomenon. The report notes that: “Corruption poses 
great risks of money laundering in Albania.” Often associated with organised crime activities, it generates 
significant amounts of criminal proceeds and seriously undermines the effective functioning of criminal 
justice. Authorities are aware of the dangers of corruption, but law enforcement has so far received limited 
attention to target money-laundering corruption. This situation caused Albania to be included in the grey list 
of money laundering two years later, in February 2020. 
Source: Albanian Center for Economic Research / Monitor, February 2020

ALBANIA UNDER INCREASED MONITORING FOR MONEY 
LAUNDERING
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http://levizjafol.org/fol-kerkon-nga-ministria-e-financave-publikimin-vlerave-te-parcelave-te-shpronesuara-ne-autostraden-prishtine-gjilan/
http://fax.al/read/article/20710790/kosnetti-komuna-e-vushtrrise-shembull-i-luftes-kunder-korrupsionit
https://www.monitor.al/shqiperia-futet-serish-ne-listen-gri-te-pastrimit-te-parave/?fbclid=IwAR0dLocMbtHzvB6LSQTwCnl5D-Uzk0nbeCdciJnurPWKuFEywrgnwI2rPbo
https://www.monitor.al/shqiperia-futet-serish-ne-listen-gri-te-pastrimit-te-parave/?fbclid=IwAR0dLocMbtHzvB6LSQTwCnl5D-Uzk0nbeCdciJnurPWKuFEywrgnwI2rPbo


Full fiscal and penal amnesty for Albanian citizens to formalise their accumulated savings and other forms 
of income is the latest initiative presented by the Prime Minister of Albania. During an interview, Mr. Preci, 
Executive Director of ACER, said that: “The so-called “war against informality” of the government undertaken 
over the last four-five years resulted in a failure, while the influence from lobbyists, oligarchs, domestic and 
foreign government clients on the decision-making process seems to have reached its peak. However, to 
undertake a full fiscal amnesty under such socio-economic, political and institutional conditions, at least two 
clearly distinguished aspects are required: on one hand, the great need of the government for supplemen-
tary budget revenues as the election year is approaching, 
and on the other hand individuals and businesses that 
own undeclared assets and cash, make today’s composi-
tion of the political decision-making process (governed by 
a single party) and the law-maker (a quasi-monopoly par-
liament with missing legitimacy), favorable for the legiti-
mization of this money through amnesty, at least legally.”  
Source: Albanian Center for Economic Research / Ti-
rana Times, March 5, 2020

CAPITAL AMNESTY MAY LEGITIMISE CRIMINAL ASSETS IN ALBANIA

Journalists from the Investigative report-
ing Lab (North Macedonia) will travel 
within selected regions and discuss with 
citizens. Based on these meetings, they 
will prepare local stories and videos that 
will be published on internet portals, so-
cial media and TV stations.  
Source: Investigative Reporting Lab, 
March 2020

INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS WILL TRAVEL ACROSS NORTH 
MACEDONIA TO FIGHT CORRUPTION

The Anti-Corruption Agency of Montenegro said that political entities which are planning to participate in 
local elections in Tivat are required to open special giro accounts for election campaign purposes. This ob-
ligation is prescribed by the Law on Financing of Political Entities and Election Campaigns. Political entities 
are obliged to open a giro account before the election campaign begins, no later than the day following the 
confirmation of the electoral list. 
Source: Center for Democratic Transition, February, 2020

PARTIES REQUIRED TO OPEN SPECIAL GIRO ACCOUNTS IN 
MONTENEGRO 
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https://www.akk-ks.org/lajmi_i_plote/43089
https://www.tiranatimes.com/?p=144764
https://irl.mk/irl-doaa-vo-vashite-gradovi-bori-se-so-nas/
https://irl.mk/irl-doaa-vo-vashite-gradovi-bori-se-so-nas/
https://www.akk-ks.org/lajmi_i_plote/43089
https://www.antikorupcija.me/media/documents/Zakon_o_finansiranju_politickih_subjekata_i_izbornih_kampanja.pdf
https://www.antikorupcija.me/media/documents/Zakon_o_finansiranju_politickih_subjekata_i_izbornih_kampanja.pdf


REPORTS 
AND 

ANALYSIS



The public opinion analysis on the process of accession to the European Union conducted in 2019 by SEL-
DI’s member IDSCS is the continuation of the research carried out in 2014, 2016, 2017 and 2018. It applies 
the same theoretical and analytical model of the determinants of support for North Macedonia’s EU mem-
bership, and, at the same time, it compares its empirical findings with the findings of the previous surveys. 
The primary data used in this analysis comes from a public opinion survey research conducted in December 
2019 on a sample of 1016 respondents. The sample is nationally representative according to gender, age 
(over 18 years of age), ethnicity, and it also covers respondents from all six electoral districts in the country. 
This approach creates the conditions for a mini longitudinal analysis of the support for North Macedonia`s 
accession to the European Union over the past six years. Thus, in line with the previously established ana-
lytical model, this study focuses on analysing general trends and basic determinants of support for North 
Macedonia’s membership in the European Union in the period 2014-2019.
Source: Institute for Democracy Societas Civilis Skopje, February 2020

ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC OPINION ON NORTH MACEDONIA’S ACCESSION 
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
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http://www.mcms.mk/mk/za-nasata-rabota/istrazuvana-i-publikacii/2128-izveshtaj-za-usoglasenost-na-makedonskoto-zakonodavstvo-so-megjunarodnite-preporaki-za-efikasna-borba-protiv-korupcija.html
https://idscs.org.mk/en/portfolio/analysis-of-public-opinion-on-north-macedonias-accession-to-the-european-union-2014-2019/
https://idscs.org.mk/en/portfolio/analysis-of-public-opinion-on-north-macedonias-accession-to-the-european-union-2014-2019/
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