
Corruption is perpetrated through crony networks;
rather than an act of “abuse”, it is becoming

a common social practice.

The retail market of corrupt administrative services
is closely linked to the wholesale purchase of

government policies and judicial verdicts.

In some countries, it is threatening to turn
into the default mode of transaction in public services.

Corruption in government continues to affect
the poor disproportionately.

What are the future prospects?
Inside pressure for fighting corruption is too often

influenced by economic necessity and/or ethnic divisions,
and the ossification of political and economic establishments.

Outside pressure, delivered mostly by the European Union
has been on the decline by the Union’s internal weaknesses.

Public Estimates 
The problems of the rule of law cannot be resolved

without deciding on the ownership of the law.

Why tackling the
problem is difficult?

Policies on the law enforcement side have been
designed to deal with incidental occurrences of bribery.

Law enforcement and inspection institutions are generally
premised on the assumption that violations

of rules are the exception. In a context of endemic, even
normalised corruption, enforcement is faced
with a kind of law of diminishing returns.

Runaway corruption allows opportunities
to arise for authoritarian tendencies.
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Country specifics

What is the current nature
of corruption?

The identity of the reformist constituency presents
another difficulty for integrity reforms in SEE.

The conspicuous absence of civic discontent among
minorities, unemployed, pensioners and other

vulnerable groups suggests that they may have found
other ways of coping with rent-seeking pressure.

Anticorruption policies are failing,
at least in the minds of voters. This is the case,

for example, in Bulgaria and Albania where
more than 2/3 of the public believe that nothing

can be done to reduce corruption.

Turkey and Montenegro show the highest levels of trust in society that
corruption can be reduced which is yet another indication of the intricacy

of having anticorruption as a political credo.

Politicians are unwilling to engage in anticorruption policies, showing the
need for a broad-based social movement to sustain an anticorruption focus.

In this respect, the EU’s role must be to sustain and leverage such social
movements through supporting civil society and bolder political action.

Policy Recommendations

Policies which target corrupt behaviour at the administrative level
and those seeking to change trust in government need to be pursued in concert.  

Evaluators and policymakers in SEE must adopt initiatives and instruments
focusing on areas of critical administrative corruption pressure, which include:

1) public procurement directorates and units;
2) regulatory bodies, entrusted with overseeing critical sectors of the economy

such as energy, banking and finance, competition, etc.;
3) compliance and control agencies which oversee the day to day compliance

with laws, such as tax and revenue agencies, labour inspectorates, health
and environmental inspectorates, licensing and permit departments, etc.;

4) state-owned enterprises.
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Corrupt parties and politicians in SEE continue to get re-elected despite
the public’s discontent of this corruption.

Source: SELDI Corruption Monitoring System, 2016.
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Public estimates of the feasibility of anticorruption policies, 2016
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Source: SELDI Corruption Monitoring System, 2016.

This document has been funded by the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) under implementation
of RCC’s South East Europe 2020 Strategy and it reflects only the views of the author(s).

The RCC cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

*The designation "Kosovo" is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with
UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

**According to the RCC Statute, the full name of MK is: The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.


