PRESS RELEASE
Brussels, 14 June 2016
Bribery remains widespread in the Balkans, but the real problem is high-level political corruption and the
stalling of the EU accession process, according to the 2016 results of the Corruption Monitoring System of the
Southeast European Leadership for Development and Integrity
On 14 June 2016, the Southeast European Leadership for Development and Integrity (SELDI) held a policy workshop
dedicated to the issues of anti-corruption and energy sector good governance in the Western Balkans and Turkey.
SELDI (www.seldi.net), a coalition of 30 civil society organisations from Southeast Europe, and the largest anticorruption think-tank in the region, discussed with local and regional stakeholders the best methods for transforming the
existing cutting-edge anti-corruption and good governance research into efficient policy and advocacy tools.
SELDI presented the main findings of its 2016 Corruption Monitoring System in SEE and Regional Energy
Governance and State Capture Assessment Report. The 2016 Corruption Monitoring System in SEE warns that
political corruption has replaced petty bribery both as the dominant concern of national and international reformists and
as the cause of most social and economic damage. The earlier emphasis on harmonising national legislation with
international standards has now been substituted by a focus on its enforcement. The Regional Energy Governance
and State Capture Assessment Report examines the impact of corruption and state capture on the overall
governance of the energy sector and detects the key drives and consequences of state capture of energy institutions.
The authors note that state capture channels in the energy sector can, and are actually used, by local oligarchic groups
and, in many cases, the Russian government to ensure favorable treatment for specific companies. Of particular
concern are the energy security challenges for SEE: excessive dependence on energy imports; reliance on a limited
number of energy suppliers; high energy poverty levels; unsustainable energy intensity and demand and persistent
energy governance and corruption risks. The corporate governance of state owned enterprises (SOEs) is characterized
by political meddling in the day-to-day operations; non-transparent staffing procedures; prevalent political affiliations;
conflicts of interest; limited transparency and management accountability.
Figure 1: Corruption pressure and involvement in
corruption

Source: SELDI Corruption Monitoring System, 2016.
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Figure 2: Corruption pressure, % (2014 and 2016)

Source: SELDI Corruption Monitoring System, 2014 and 2016.
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The 2016 SELDI survey shows 26% corruption pressure in SEE
The 2016 SELDI population survey shows that corruption remains very high in the SEE region. On the average,
corruption pressure is 25.9% - hardly a percentage decline since 2014 when the regional mean was 27.1%. Corruption
pressure (which represents the share of citizens in a country who report being asked for a bribe by a public officer
during the past year) is the main indicator not only for administrative corruption, but for the overall corruption
environment in a country.
The survey conducted in the beginning of 2016 covered 9 SELDI countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Kosovo, FYR of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey with at least 1000 respondents from each of the
countries. The results demonstrated the alarming pervasiveness of corruption in the SEE region: while three of the
countries with highest corruption results from the 2014 survey (Bulgaria, Montenegro, Serbia) show some progress in
diminishing corruption, FYR of Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, which had promising results in 2014, now once
again lose ground in their battle against corruption. At the same time even in the most stable and “corruption-free”
countries in the region (Croatia and Turkey) more than 10% of the citizens were asked for a bribe during the past year
(2015). Albania still shows the highest corruption levels with further increase of more than 4% corruption pressure since
2014 – now every second citizen reports being asked for a bribe and every third gave one in 2015.
Figure 3: Corruption Dynamics: Difference 2016 - 2014, %

Note: The figure shows the stacked change in the main 6 SELDI indicators of corruption between 2016 and 2014: positive values
(above the horizontal axis) demonstrate increase in corruption, while negative values show decrease. Dark and bright red bars
represent the change in the most important experienced based indicators – Corruption Pressure and Involvement in Corruption.
Source: SELDI Corruption Monitoring System, 2016.
Figure 4: Corruption pressure, % (2014 and 2016)

Note: The figure shows corruption pressure for the 9 countries as reported in 2014 and 2016.
Source: SELDI Corruption Monitoring System, 2016.
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